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brands—Marlboros, Camels and Newports. 
Moreover, ninety-one percent of six year- 
olds identify Joe Camel as a symbol of smok-
ing. 

As a result, 3,000 children a day, convinced 
through a combination of peer pressure, ad-
vertising and popular culture, start smoking. 
1,000 of these youngsters will ultimately die 
from tobacco related illnesses. 

President Clinton has taken a historic 
move in directing the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to enact the first-ever program to 
protect children from tobacco. The FDA has 
concluded that cigarettes and smokeless to-
bacco are delivery devices for nicotine, a 
drug that causes addition and other signifi-
cant pharmacological effects. 

The FDA’s regulations, which are intended 
to reduce underage tobacco use by fifty per-
cent over the next seven years, include long 
overdue restrictions on advertising and mar-
keting, along with an industry sponsored to-
bacco control campaign. 

I strongly support President Clinton’s he-
roic leadership on this most important issue. 
Unfortunately, the tobacco industry has 
many allies here on Capitol Hill who will 
most likely launch an effort to derail the 
FDA’s regulations. 

According to recent reports, the tobacco 
industry, in just the first six months on 1996, 
has spent more than $15 million lobbying 
Congress, the White House and federal agen-
cies. Moreover, campaign donations, both 
soft and hard, are up dramatically, as the in-
dustry prepares to launch a most expensive 
offense against federal efforts to control 
youth tobacco use. 

While the industry may have the financial 
wherewithal to spend millions of dollars to 
influence legislators and advertise their mis-
leading messages, public opinion seems to 
have permanently shifted against Big To-
bacco. Through internal documents and the 
brave testimony of former employees, two of 
who are here today, decades of duplicity on 
behalf of the Big Tobacco have been exposed 
and etched into the collective consciousness 
of the American people. 

Those of us in Congress who support Presi-
dent Clinton’s actions on tobacco have a re-
sponsibility to not only herald these regula-
tions but also hold the line against industry 
efforts to water them down. Today’s hearing 
should reinforce the idea that the FDA’s reg-
ulations, and jurisdiction, is necessary to 
protect future generations of American chil-
dren. Once again, I applaud the leadership of 
Senators Kennedy and Lautenberg on this 
issue and I look forward to working with 
both of them in the future.∑ 

f 

SALUTE TO ‘‘ODYSSEY OF THE 
MIND’’ PARTICIPANTS FROM 
BETHANY, CONNECTICUT 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a group of re-
markable young people from my home 
State of Connecticut. For the past 4 
years, students from Bethany, a small, 
rural community in Connecticut, have 
participated in an international prob-
lem-solving competition called Odys-
sey of the Mind. This competition gives 
children in grades kindergarten 
through 12 the opportunity to develop 
their problem-solving and team-build-
ing skills by challenging students to 
develop unique ways to solve one of 
five long-term problems. A team 
spends countless hours together to de-
velop and perfect a unique solution to 
the problem set before them. Their ef-
forts are judged in a state competition 

and the winning team is asked to rep-
resent their state or country at the Od-
yssey of the Mind World Finals. 

Earlier this year, two groups of stu-
dents from Bethany, CT, won first 
place in their respective categories at 
Connecticut’s Odyssey of the Mind 
State Finals and traveled to Iowa to 
represent the State of Connecticut at 
the Odyssey of the Mind World Finals. 

Connecticut is very proud of Rosa Al-
lison, David Berv, Ian Stebinger, 
Amanda Kaletsky, Amanda Sherman 
and Grace Menzies, who made up a 
team that won a gold medal in the Con-
necticut Odyssey of the Mind Competi-
tion 3 years in a row. I would also like 
to salute the hard work and dedication 
of Joshua Gewirtz, Elizabeth Cowan, 
Matt Voloshin, Jane Ballerini, Peter 
Geloso, Kerrilee Hunter and Paula 
Rashkow who also represented Con-
necticut at the Odyssey of the Mind 
Finals this year. In addition, I con-
gratulate the students’ coaches for a 
job well done. 

Clearly, these young students are 
fine examples of what can be accom-
plished when people put aside their dif-
ferences and work together toward a 
common goal. Their creativity, hard 
work, perseverance and willingness to 
take risks remind us that Yankee inge-
nuity is still alive in Connecticut. I sa-
lute these young people and am con-
fident that we will all be hearing more 
about these exceptional students in the 
future. 

f 

COMMEMORATION OF LAWSUIT 
ABUSE AWARENESS WEEK 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today I want to acknowledge a group of 
citizens in West Virginia who are 
speaking out on the issue of lawsuit 
abuse in an effort to serve the public. 

In many areas of West Virginia, local 
citizens have volunteered their time to 
start Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse 
groups and to initiate public awareness 
campaigns in their areas about what 
they see as the problems of lawsuit 
abuse. 

The CALA groups focus on education. 
These citizens are speaking out about 
an issue that has statewide and na-
tional implications. The costs of law-
suits can include higher costs for con-
sumer products, higher medical ex-
penses, higher taxes, and fewer jobs due 
to lost business expansion and forgone 
product development. 

Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse has a 
straightforward goal. They want to 
help the public prevent unnecessary 
lawsuits that do more harm than good. 

West Virginians are not the type of 
people to walk away from a problem. 
When we see something that’s clearly 
wrong, we work to make people aware 
of it, and we try to make it right. 
CALA members believe that they have 
the opportunity to reform our laws so 
that the legal system is more fair, 
more effective, and more sensible to 
serve everyone’s interests. 

These nonprofit groups have raised 
local funds to run educational media 

announcements and are speaking to 
local organizations and citizen groups 
across the State to raise public aware-
ness on the lawsuit abuse issue. 

While the local groups have thou-
sands of supporters, there are also a 
few individuals who should be recog-
nized for their leadership and for dedi-
cating countless volunteer hours. 
These individuals are: Tom Harriman 
of Kingwood, founding chairman of 
CALA of northern West Virginia; Jim 
Thomas of Charleston and Jack Klim 
of Huntington, cofounders and spokes-
persons of CALA of southern West Vir-
ginia; and Ken Lowe of Shepherdstown, 
founding chairman of CALA of eastern 
West Virginia. 

Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse 
groups have declared September 22 
through September 28, 1996, to be Law-
suit Abuse Awareness Week in West 
Virginia. I want to commend all of the 
individuals who are involved in Citi-
zens Against Lawsuit Abuse for their 
dedication and commitment to this im-
portant citizen education project. 

As someone who has been a leader in 
the battle of product liability reform, I 
continue to hope for the kind of edu-
cation, dialog, and consensus-building 
clearly needed to address problems in 
our legal process that hurt consumers, 
victims, and the private sector. I en-
courage CALA to continue raising 
these issues and promoting solutions 
that ensure justice and improve the 
legal system. West Virginia and the 
country as a whole need informed, edu-
cated, and dedicated citizens to help 
elected officials address serious issues 
and achieve reforms when necessary.∑ 

f 

POSTAL SERVICE IN GEORGIA 
∑ Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, as 
we complete the appropriations process 
for fiscal year 1997, I would like to take 
this opportunity to make my col-
leagues aware of the unacceptable 
manner in which the Postal Service 
has operated in a matter involving an 
address change request in my home 
State of Georgia. 

Mr. President, for 25 years, residents 
of an area informally known as 
Centerville, GA, located in Gwinnett 
County, have been trying to work with 
the Postal Service for a facility that is 
closer to their homes, and an address 
that reflects the location in which they 
live. Although these Georgians reside 
in Gwinnett County, their address is 
dictated by the Postal Service is 
Lithonia, GA—a town that is approxi-
mately 15 miles away, and is located in 
a different county. 

Not only are those citizens having 
problems with their mail delivery, such 
as stolen and misdelivered mail, their 
address designations has created great 
confusion in dealing with everyday 
household issues such as emergency 
service, insurance, property taxes, 
sales taxes and parcel delivery. Even 
small matters, such as ordering a take- 
out pizza, often result in unnecessary 
confusion and inconvenience when giv-
ing addresses. In addition, a round trip 
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